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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ WHAT IS DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY? 

‣ LINGUISTIC + MINDSET RECONFIGURATION 

‣ PUBLISHING + SOCIAL NETWORKS 

‣ GEOSPATIAL WEB + MAPPING 

‣ DIGITAL EXHIBITS + ARCHIVES 

‣ DATA VISUALIZATION + WORKSHOP
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ WHAT IS DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

‣ Study of  relationships between human and digital-era 
technology, including the ways that anthropology and 
technology intersect 

‣ Application of  digital methods and tools to anthropological 
materials, questions and challenges
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‣ WHAT IS DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY?‣ WHAT IS DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

‣ Study of  relationships between human and digital-era 
technology, including the ways that anthropology and 
technology intersect 

‣ Application of  digital methods and tools to anthropological 
materials, questions and challenges 
‣ Creative use of  information, communication and 

computing technologies to anthropology 
‣ Use of  digital tools to improve outreach, engagement, 

education, research and more
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ WHY TAKE A DIGITAL APPROACH?

‣ Transparency 
‣ Accessibility 
‣ Efficiency 
‣ Collaboration 
‣ Interactive and Visual 
‣ Preservation

Humani Victus Instrumenta
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ WHAT CAN DIGITAL DO FOR ANTHROPOLOGY?

Data VisualizationOpen Web Mapping

Portable Tech

Digital Exhibits/Archives

3D Imaging

Online Engagement

CrowdsourcingGames & Storytelling
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ WHAT IS DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY? 

‣ LINGUISTIC + MINDSET RECONFIGURATION 

‣ PUBLISHING + NETWORKING 

‣ GEOSPATIAL WEB + MAPPING 

‣ DIGITAL EXHIBITS + ARCHIVES 

‣ DATA VISUALIZATION + WORKSHOP
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ LINGUISTIC + MINDSET RECONFIGURATION

STEAL | FAIL | PLAY
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‣ LINGUISTIC + MINDSET RECONFIGURATION

FORK
BORROW
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ LINGUISTIC + MINDSET RECONFIGURATION

FORK | FAIL | PLAY
BREAK
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ LINGUISTIC + MINDSET RECONFIGURATION

FORK | FAIL | PLAY
EXPERIMENT

INNOVATE
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ PUBLISHING + SOCIAL NETWORKS
‣ Engagement, Research + Networking: Twitter, Facebook, 

Instagram, Periscope and many more! 
‣ Conduct research on public opinions 
‣ Create engagement with projects 
‣ Network and collaborate with public and scholars 

‣ Publishing+ Sharing: Wordpress, About.me, Google Sites 
‣ Share research and increase transparency 
‣ Share interactive components 
‣ Provide central location for project
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ VISUALIZING #ADDERALL
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ GEOSPATIAL WEB + MAPPING

‣ Beginner Tools: CartoDB 
‣ No coding required, but can add some light CSS and 

HTML coding to improve visualization 

‣ Advanced Tools: Leaflet, Mapbox + Kartograph 
‣ Requires basic knowledge of  HTML and forking codes 

for GeoJSON (spatial coding language)
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ CARTODB
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ CARTODB
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://mortuarymapping.matrix.msu.edu/
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://district.ninja/  

29

http://district.ninja/


DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://www.urbandisplacement.org/map
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ WHAT IS DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY? 

‣ LINGUISTIC + MINDSET RECONFIGURATION 

‣ PUBLISHING + SOCIAL NETWORKS 

‣ GEOSPATIAL WEB + MAPPING 

‣ DIGITAL EXHIBITS + ARCHIVES 

‣ DATA VISUALIZATION + WORKSHOP
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

          Back End                                Front End

32



DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY 33



DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://marb.kennesaw.edu/identities/ 
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://marb.kennesaw.edu/identities/ 
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://msu.seum.matrix.msu.edu/ 
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ DIGITAL EXHIBITS + ARCHIVES

‣ Beginner Tools: Omeka.net 
‣ Ready to use with preset metadata standards and has 

great support network 
‣ Comes with pre-made front end and themes 

‣ Beginner/Advanced Tools: Murkutu, KORA + Omeka.org 
‣ Requires basic knowledge of  Dublin Core or other 

metadata standards 
‣ May need to create the front end
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ OMEKA.NET
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://aboutdeseronto.omeka.net/ 
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://cawomenforag.omeka.net/
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ MURKUTU
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

mira.canningstockrouteproject.com  
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE LICENSES
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‣ WHAT IS DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY? 
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://www.wordle.net/ 
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://electricarchaeology.ca/2016/01/11/reactions-to-battlefield-recovery-episode-1/   
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

http://neroneproject.blogspot.com/2014/04/case-study-social-networks-of-client.html 
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ DATA VISUALIZATION + WORKSHOP

‣ Beginner Tools: Raw + Wordle 
‣ Ready to use, just plug in data and go! 

‣ Advanced Tools: R + Gephi 
‣ Requires basic knowledge of  statistical methods and 

some programming skills
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ PENN MUSEUM COLLECTIONS

‣ Founded in 1887 
‣ One of  the largest 

anthropological 
collections of  
material culture 

‣ All collections open 
access online
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ PENN MUSEUM COLLECTIONS

‣ Follow instructions Step 1, 2 and 3 
‣ When you reach Step 4, stop for discussion! 

‣ Remember breaking, failing and playing are good!
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DIGITAL ANTHROPOLOGY

‣ READY TO DO MORE?
‣ Check out: katymeyers.wordpress.com/digital-resources/DA  

‣ Complete list of  the tools and projects mentioned 
‣ Other awesome tools 

‣ 3D imaging, games, mobile apps, storytelling, and 
more! 

‣ Copy of  this presentation and workshop materials 

‣ Questions? 
‣ Contact me at meyersk6@msu.edu or @bonesdonotlie on 

Twitter
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